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LOST ART OF KIDNAPINO
.

Of interest to thb police of all the
world must be the one thing in tho
annual report of tho New York police

department for 1915 that there was
noj; a 'singlo caso of kidnaping re-

corded in the year. Why kidnaping
in New York has lost its charm, for
that breed of blackmailers 1b prob-

ably explained by the results in the
Longo case. Seven men and one
woman were in the conspiracy. That
the sex appeal might not mitigate
tho punishment tof the men, tho
woman was let go. The seven men,
all convicted, received sentences
ranging from twenty-fiv- e to forty-nin- e

years.

A VICE IN SINQ S1NQ

What is this latest thing we hear
from that famed educational institu-
tion on the Hudson It secmB that
District Attorney Cropsey. of Kings,
comes right out and says that Wil-

liam Willett dabbled in stocks as an
inmate of Sing Sing, and persuaded
his .fellow convicts to do likewise,
handling their orders and passing
them along to his brokers in Wall
Street.

Of course, wc do not know who
won and who lost, and, if any lost,
with what they paid. We d6 not
know how many of these earnest
seekers of ,a higher life wero reduced
to penury and will leave prison pen-

niless, nor how many will come out
into the busy world with a war bride
competence. These facts are denied
ui.

But we do wish to protest against
this practicp of exposing poor con-

victs, many of them brought from
unfavorable environment and ill cal-

culated to withstand temptation, to
tho subtle lure of stock market spec-

ulation. This is an evil thing. Here
are helpless convicts, trying earnest-
ly to knit, socks and run Sing Sing
prison, deliberately brought into con-

tact with one of the most insidious
of vices.
'Why, the first thing we know, some

one will be teaching the boya to use
enss words!

QRBATIR EXPORTS OP COAL

Figures on exports of bituminous
coaL show that this country export
ed 8,000,000 tons in 1915 against
4,200,000 . tons in 1914. Moreover,
the indications are that 1916 will
show a continuance of the increase,
comparing with 1915.

This is another dircrt effect of
war. France's coal mining region is
largely in German possession. The
French railways are under most ex-

traordinary pressure, and are large
importers, while industry in that
country, and also in Spain, is look-

ing here for coal. Germany is now
in possession of the most valuable
and extensive coal mining areas on
the continent, and the British mines
are unable to meet all the demands
of that country and its allies.

It has been reported that a fleet
of fifty vessels will shortly be sent
to this country tocarry away some
300,000 tons of coal, and that this
fleet is likely to be kept pretty reg-

ularly in service.
These coal exports suggest the

character of the industrial disloca-
tion which has resulted from wnr
conditions. The fighting countries
are nowadays straining every nerve
to keep their transportation facili-
ties operating at the; highest capac-
ity. They are buying coal, and skin-
ning their properties; precisely as
certain speculative managements of
railways in this country have at
times, in order to make good show-
ings of earnings, sacrificed their
plants by suspending maintenanci
work so. far as possible.

After the war the European coun-

tries will need cars and rails to re-

store their plants; and we shall be
selling more of these instead of the
increased tonnages of coal.

IMPROV1NO. THE COUNTRY'S
BAR

The New York State Bar Asso-
ciation has undertaken to organize
and press a movement for improve-
ment of the country's bar by rais
ing the requirement for admission
to practice, and by measures to re-

duce perjury.
It is urged that requirements for

admission to practice nre generally
too lax; that in many States there
are almost no requirements worthy
the name. Protest is especially
leveled against the granting of cer-
tificates to men who take limited
courses in night schools.

It occurs, as result of even casual
consideration, that the way a man
gets tho education ought to be less
imnortant thun the fact that he cots

a living, and grinds by night for an
education, almighty liable to be a
jwore eerious-minde- d and hard-wor- k-

ing practitioner than tho ono who (ways trying to make mischief hero
comfortably works his way through , in bchnlf of the Berlin war machino
tho four-ye- ar course of.a law college will be at it again harder than ever,
wilhout tho sacrifice of n day's com-- 1 Exporters who see their foreign
fort. There ought to be better ways sajes cut down by tho closer block-t- o

decide a man's proficiency than nde will add their angry protests,
the examination of tho diploma ho , But as a nntion we shall not bo able
hm secured.

The bar of this country includes
among its leaders an army of men. self developed the principles and

methods of getting education. It is1 which will now bo applied by tho al
liOt easily to bo believedithey will
unijtc, after serious consideration, in
an effort to. make their profession
an aristocracy of the scions of
ready-mad- e opportunity. It is al-

together likely that moro bad law-
yers cfre turned out from diploma
factories than are passed by con-
scientious examination boards sit-
ting on the qualifications of men
who possess the ambition to educate
themselves by hard work and severe
sacrifices.

ANOTHER OERMAN MISTAKE

Gorman sympathizers in the
United States seem to have made
another grave mistake when they
protested loudly and persistently
against the British conduct of the
quasi-hlocka- against the central
empires. Thcy insisted that it was
an illegal and irregular proceeding,
and that the United States ought to
insist ort relaxation of the rigor
with which it was managed.

As a matter of fact, the allies'
employment of their sea power has
been from the war's beginning re-

markably considerate of neutral
commercial rights, and by the same
token correspondingly ineffective as
to its purpose of applying economic
pressure against the Teutonic na-

tions. It has involved so much leni
ency for neutral commerce that it
has allowed the neutrals adjacent to
Germany to become bases of supplies
for that country, from all parts of
the world.

If the German sympathizers had
understood the real situation they
would have been glad to keep still
and not force a change. Instead, they
have persistently demanded that the
Washington Government make it-

self the protagonist of Germany to
the extent of requiring a further re-

laxation of blockade rules; and now
the allies are determined to make a
change not toward more leniency,
but toward a more rigorous policy
that yet shall be free from all un- -

certainty as to its international cor-
rectness. formal blockade of Ger-
many "is to be declared, taking the
place of the contraband restrictions
that have been employed thus far.

This means that all commerce with
Germany will bo forbidden instead
of merely commerce in contraband
articles. The new plan will be easier
and simpler of enforcement, and

effective in mileage industrial
ins pressure it 01 j understand
course, be harder also on neutrals;
but the neutrals have only them-
selves to thank, for they have been
insistently unable to appreciate the
consideration extended to them thus
far. v

Nowhere has there been any influ-
ence that has wrought so powerfully
to compel this more vigorous policy,
as has the pro-Germ- an and anti-Briti- sh

element in tho United States. It
has been blindly unwilling to recog-
nize that its efforts were certain to
make conditions worse rather than
better for the German cause. The
international law of blockade is so
well defined, and the United States
has so largely made and insisted up-

on acceptance of that law, that this
country will robbed of all capac-
ity to serve Germanic interests.

A COMPLETE BLOCKADE NOW

The allies are going to cork up
the powers with blockade
in the fullest sense of the term.

This means that contraband as
well as will per-
mitted no longer to slap-ban- g

Germany through the Scandinav-
ian countries by the hundreds
millions of dollars.

It means that with this shift from
tho experiment of the orders in
council to the American civil war
principles and practices of complete
blockade, including the doctrine of
th continuous voyage, the British,
French, and Italian fleets arc going
to plug the neck of the Teutonic
bottle tight against everything try-
ing eithor to in or to get out.

It means that in fact as well as in
name they are going to starve out
the enemy, exactly as here in this
country half a century ago the North
starved out the South.

In the United States it is not real-
ized very generally that there has
been a deliberate policy by the Brit-
ish government to let go into Ger-
many largo quantities of articles not
directly essential to the Kaiser's
military forces and plans. The pur-
pose of this "leak" an enormous
leak, too was to bankrupt Germany
by drawing out all her gold.

Whether because Germany now
regarded by the allies as bankrupt
or as good bankrupt, or whether
because the entente powers have
concluded that starvation will be a
stronger and a swifter weapon than
bankruptcy has been, tho partial

it. The man who works by day for i blockade is to be made complete, it

is

A

is

as

in this country,
The noisy agitators who arc al- -

to away from the fact that the
Government of tho United States it- -

lies to stranglo their enemies.

THE PHILIPPINE EVOLUTION

When the present Administration
came into power its Congressional
leaders were in position to criticiso
that which had gone before; to pro
claim Important reforms that they1

were going to undertake; to criticise
whatever their predecessors had
done.

In no direction was this comfor-
table froeddm from responsibility for
the past hioro apparent than as con-

cerned the administration of the
Philippine Islands Legislation was
introduced, looking to tho gradual
loosing of this country's sovereignty
over the archipelago, and it had the
vigorous support of the Administra-
tion.

But it did not pass. Three years
have elapsed, and the Democracy has
in that time made a record of its
own, in supervising the islands' gov-

ernment. It is disposed to defend
that record, to insist that it has done
well. It cannot very effectively dc"-ma-

early "emancipation" the
Filipinos without assailing its own
achievements in governing them. So
the pressure for "emancipation"
grows beautifully less, and the Fili-

pino people are found to be less in-

sistent on their "freedom."
This is tho natural development

from responsibility. Its easy, from
the outside, to criticise; but when
the attacking party gets inside, there
must be measures for defense of the
position. So we see the Democrats
gradually turning into defenders of
a Philippine policy that now is their
own, and the Republicans turning to
criticism of that policy.

the midst of this inevitable re-

versal of positions comes the report
of General Mclntyre, chief of the
Bureau of Insular Affairs. It shows,
with a mass of convincing detail,
that the Filipino people are making
splendid progress, and making it
quite regardless of the politics of the
Administration in Washington. In
fact, a reading of this report shows
that the progress under Governor
Harrison's regime is merely a con-

tinuation along the same lines that
were followed under the former ad-

ministrations in the islands. Nothing
revolutionary has been accomplished
or undertaken. Better sanitation,
more schools, better roads and a

will be far more apply-- 1 grcater of them,
on uerrnany. win, rehabilitation, a clearer

be

central a

be
go in-

to
of

get

get

of

In

ing of the duties, obligations, and
opportunities of good citizenship
these things are being developed for
the Filipino people just as they were
developed under Republican control.

It is good to see that after all '

nothinr flnntrnrniiRlv hnatv 10 irninn.
to be done with the islands. Their
people are not so anxious as they
once were or wero alleged to be
to be turned loose in a world very
full of troubles. They are more ap-

preciative of the advantage of re-
lationship to a great, peaceful power
that insures them against participa-
tion in the woes of a world at war.

Saloniki, says another English
military genius, is impregnable. A
la Namur, Liege, et al?

The opposition to this hyphen
thing has reached the point where
nobody seems to want even an ex
prefixed to his title.

The height of sartorial inconsist
ency now looms up in the fur-topp-

bootees and full length skirts.

There ought to be some law
against this wanton wholesale kill- -

Ling, unc original Uncle Tom is dead
again for the third time in five
months.

Now it's up to the White House
to deny that Colonel House is run-
ning opposition to H. Ford.

Anyway, that peace cruise will ac-
complish a lot if certain persons we
could name take up a permanent
residence in Europe.

One idea of preparedness is to
start writing that Washington's
Birthday speech now.

Who submarined that resolution?

Leaves Money to Many
Denominations in Will

KLWCOTT CITV. Md.. Jan. 17.- -A

com' of the will of Basil ( Hark, for-
merly of this county, has been recolved
from Marlln. Tex. Following Is un ex-

tract of the will:
To his wife. .SaUIo Clark. J1.7UX.1; to

Mrs. Marv Crosby. r. T. Ili'linrl. Frank
Iglehart. Mr.'. Finnic Iglrhart. Howard
C. Crawford, anil W. B. Crawford. $1,000

each.
To tho Presbvterlan, ICplscoual, Catho-

lic, and Christian churches of Murhn.
$1,000 each, nnd to the Baptist and
Methodist church, also of Marlui. $2,00
each; to the nubile whlto schools,
J10.)0. and the negro schools, Jl.fliO for
Industrial training nuri)'Hs. 1 o tho
Marlln of Klks. U.K.... . ,. ..1 ..! A.. nil, V.l.A(tnl UAUOUl ln. Ulliri w u,,,,r, ,; ( V,n, o -- .. 1 r- -io h.i.b v . rnj-- miBc uuecb iimmed. among tnir. maniov .i. i.mtu.
cum. his nephew, who was employed by
him at Marlln. who Is also named
executor.

VETERAN RAILROADER

PNEUMONIA VICTIM

G. W. Santman Succumbs at
Homo of Son With B. & 0.
Thirty-eig- ht Years.

O. W. Eonlmnn, who for thirtv-etcli- t

years was connected with the Baltimore
and Ohio railroad on It Maryland di-

vision, died at 10:Su o'clock lost night
nt tho homo of hi son. WUInughby

vSnntman. 3017 Dent pinto northwest.
Ml. Sahlman hod been 111 if" morn

than a week of pneumonia, and for
thrco days had been slnllng rnploty.
Ho was seventy-thro- e ytars old. IiU
Hon. who Is nscnt nt the Baltimore and
Ohio railroad nt Georgetown, and four
grandsons, survive him.

Mr. Rnntman wns stricken with tfc
grip whllo on a visit to his ton, and
this developed Into pneumonia. He
was a nntlvo ot Maryland and entered
tho sorvlco of tho Kaltlmoro nnd Ohlj
railroad nn a younic man. no won
rapid promotion and for monv ycira
was agent of the road at Mafilnaburg,
W. Vn. Ho rclhcd Unlit years ago, at
the age of slxtv-fiv- o, to return to his
farm, at Halfwayrin Frederick county.

Funeral services will be held nt tli
home of liia son Tuesday evening at
7:30 o'clock. Wednesday morning the
body will bo taken to Br.keravlllc. Md.,
whoro interment will be made.

W J S ON PROGRAM

IN CAPITAL TODAY

Motion "picture entertainment, Vadmmrters
of National Camera Club, 111 eleventh
street northwest, 8 p. m.

Meeting. Vermont Statu Association, at the
Washington ('lull, 8 p. m.

Meeting. Monday Kenlng Club, V. M. C. A.,
S p. in.

Concert, United State Marine Band, Marine
liai racks, 2:20 p. in.

Meeting, Parent Teachera' Association, lirook- -
luucl School, 8 p. m.

Meeting, Georgetown Citizens' Association,
Potomac Salnga Hank Hall, S p. in.

Aeroplane flight. Juan Domenjos, from l'olo
Grounds. 2 p. m.

Meeting, East Washington Citizen' Aasocla-
tlon, East Washington Hall, 8 p. m.

lecture, "Illo do Janeiro the lleautl'ul,"
Newman Travel-talk- Ilelasco, :!0 p. nt.

Meeting, llranch S, Southern Phllatollo So-

ciety, 418 Ikmil building, 8 p. m.
Dance, Land Offlco Employes, the Home

Club, S p. m.
llnn'iuet, Deiwrlment of the District of Co-

lumbia, I'nllrd Spanish War Veterans, Na-
tional Hotel, 8 p. in.

Meeting, National Civic Federation, New
Wlllard. 10 a. m.

Musical and lecture. National Federation of
Choirs and Mutlrlana, John Wesley A. M.
K. Zlon Church. 8 p. ni.

Organists Recital, District of Columbia
Chapter, American Guild of Organists, Hist
Congregational Church, 8 p. m.

lecture. "The Mexican Crisis and Other
Vital Issues, Mlsn Janet ltlchards. Wood-
ward A Iothrnp's Auditorium, 0:ij a. m.

Meeting. Central Itbor Union, Typographical- -

Temple. 8 p. m.
Meeting. Guardians of Liberty, Terpetual

building. 8 p. m.
Dance, Sons of Confederate Veterans, Ha- -

letgh, 8 p. ra.
Meeting, County Demonstration Agents of

Maryland, Maryland Agricultural College,
7:;o p. m.

Meeting, Takoma Tark Citizens' Association,
Trinity Parish Hall, p. m.

Addresses, William English Wallace, Con
gressman London, tinder auspices or the
Socialist Party, Pythian Temple, 8 p. m.

Meeting, Stockholders of the National Sav-
ings and Trust Company, offices of the
compnv. 4 p. in.

Masonic Ixdges Henjamln R. French, No.
is, M. M.; Pentalpha. No. U, leceptl.m to
grand master: Mt. Pleasant, No. 33, M. M.
ltoal and Select Masters: Washington
Council, No, 1. Installation of officers and
degrees.

Eastern Star Grand Chapter. Institution of
East Chapter. No. 21; Ruth, No. 1. brief
business session.

Odd Fellows Heaeon. Noe 1.1; Fnlon. No. 11,
and Iangdon. No. K. business.

nehekah Ixnlgrs Ruth, No. :, degree re-

hearsal: Naomi, No. 1. business.
Kplghts of Pythias Amaranth. No. !t. and

Onturv, No. SO, business.
National Fnlon Potomac Council at Pth-la- n

Temple.
Socialist Party V. P. S T. study claas, 811

E street northwest, 7:15 p. m.
Dance. JCeane Council Assembly, Kntfhta of

Columbus, K. of C. hall, 9 p. m.
nnval Arcanum Installation of .ifflcera ot

Ouray Council. Pythian Temple, 8 p. in.
Kaglea' Oyster Roast, Eagles' Horn. S p. m.

Amusements.
Now National Elsie Ferguson In "Margaret

Schiller." S:15 p. m.
lielasco Mile. Dazlc In "Maid In America."

K:21 p. m.
Poll's 'Tcs of tho .fitorm Country. :!

P. m.
Keith's Vaudeville. 2:1 and J:15 p. in.
Casino "St. KImo," S;15 p. m.
Oaveiv Iturlesnue. 2:1 and S:13 p. m.
!.( Columbia Photoplays, 10:30 a, m. to

11 p. m.

Tomorrow.
Banquet, New Jersey Society. Hauseher's, 8

P. in
Klcctlon of officers, Homo Club, 4:M to 6

P. "i
AilJress. "The World War nnd the Fut'ir of

the Socialist Intfrnationaniy, .lexaiiara.
Kallonla, before Socialist Party, Pythian
Temple, fc;l5 p. in.

Illustrated lecture, "Tho Necessity of Water
Power Deelopment." Henry r. Pierce,
New National Museum. S.30 p. in.

Address, "Tho Navy's Trophy Flags." Prof.
It, C Washburn, before district fona of
the Involution. Army and Navy Club. S:l
p m.

Address. "l.aws of the District Relating to
Housekeepers." Miss Mary O'Toole, Wore,
niemhera of Housekeepers' Alliance, Homo
t'luli. L'.30 p. ra.

Ladles' night entertainment. Kaltlpolls
Orotto, llaleigh. 8 p. m.

Meeting, Pctuorth Citizens' Association. Tet-or- th

M i:. Church, ":J0 p. in. Address
b S. W Stratton, 9 p in.

Annual meeting, Iletall Merchants' Associa-
tion, lialelgh, p. ni.

Paper. "The Origin of Superstitions," Dr
Tom A Williams, before. Anthropological
Sorletv of Washington, lecture hall, Publlo
Library. S p. m.

Masonic Lodges National. No. K. theater
Armlnlus, No. M. huslness; Myron

M Parker, No. 27, M. M. Ilojal Arch
Chapters Iji Fayette. No. 5. election of
officers- - Washington Nmal. No f, grand
visitation. Ancient and Accepted Scottish
Illte- - Mithras I.odge of Perfection, huil-nes- s:

Robert de Ilruce Council, Knights
Kodash. twentv-fourt- h degree, full cere-
monial Knlllnolts Orotto. VelW Proph
ets, ladles' night. Raleigh Hotel

Eastern Star MUpah, No. . Fidelity, No. If--,

social.
Odd Fellows lodges- - Mt. Pleasant. No. .,

degree, Washington. No 0; Onlden Rule.
No. et, and Amity. No. 2T, business.

Grand Encampment, semi-
annual session.

Rebekah Ixidge-Fidel- ltv, No. 7. degree.
Knights of Pvthlas Webster, No. 7; Excel-

sior, No. 14; Capital, No. U. nd Myrtle,
No 15, business

Nntlonal Fnlon --State. War and Navy Coun-
cil at Perpetual Ilulldlng Hall.

Socialist Party Lecture, Pythian Temple,
mnln hall, ft 17, p. m.

Knights of Columbus Carroll Council, meet-
ing to rerehe repor of committee on la-

dles' night
Annual show. Capital Poultry and Pigeon

Association. Arcade. Rfternoon and evenlmr.
Washington Cat Show in conectlon with
poultry exhibition.

Meeting, Gaelic Society of Washington. Com.
stock Studio, 1510 New York,aenue north-
west. S p m.

Program for the Mind, Mrs. Frederick E.
Knelt). Miss lvntberlne Pecker, and Miss
Cenrgla Miller. Library of Congress, 8:15
P in.

Meeting, Association of Colieglvio Mumnac.
Ilomi Club. 4 p. m.

Address "Illeedlng France." Mrs. Ida Olbbs
Hunt, before Rethel Literary and Historical
Anootatlnn. A. M. E Church. M streot.
he'ueen Fifteenth and Sixteenth streets
northwest. 8 n. m.

Addrers. "Kinds of Credit," Carl C. Mueller.
Wore Washington Association cf Credit
Men. Y. M. C. A.. T V. tn.

Bulgar Shells Burst
Along Allied Line Of
Retreat From Serbia

"They Never Shoot at Single 'Man, It's Too Expen-

sive," Little French Soldier Tells Correspondent
Amid Hills North of Greece as.Troops Began

to Fall Back to Saloniki.

Following is the fourth installment of William G. Shep-

herd's uncensorcd story of the allied retreat from Serbia,

By WILLIAM G. SHEPHERD,
United Press Staff Correspondent. .

SALONIKI, Dec II. A French soldier in a steel hat stopped
and looked a't us curiously as we walked along the road.

"Excuse me,' he said in broken English, "but it's so long since
I've seen a man in clothes like yours that I couldn't help staring."

The big British gun was booming at two-minu- te intervals.
French guns, set on nearby hillsides, were sending occasional shots
.and once, while we talked, & Bulgarian shell broke on the road a

quarter of a mile below us, and we saw soldiers running from the
cloud of earth. --It was a battlefield, in every sense of the word, a
battlefield which, within twenty-fou- r hours was to be the scene of an
ally retreat. Incidentally, I wonder what became of the little French-

man?
FIRST SIGN OF RETREAT.

"Civilian clothea Hcem extraordi-
nary," ho said. "Have some choco-
late?"

Ho pulled an envelope from his
pocket, with a postage stamp and an
addreas on it.

"Thin la Momethlng I sot in tho mall
from Paris today."

1 look a small piece of his precious
chocolate.

"Have you heard that .we're going
to move from here?" ho said. "Tho
rumor Is gotns: around our camp.
They say we are going to fall back to
the Greek border. Haven't you heard
anythlnR about It hack in Saloniki?"

I hadn't. HIh question was tho ttrit
sign of the Coming retreat. On this
snot, tho very next day. dead British
and French poldlers were to He among
the holly shrubs unit Hulgars were o
chargo with bayonets, shouting their
cry of "Ne pret, Ne Nosh."

"It's been col " here," explained tho
soldier, "but I've been healthier than
I've ever ben before In my life. Why.
when the war began I couldn't stand
any hardship. If I wasn't In bed by
10 o'clock every nlghf I suffered all
day for it. I had indigestion terribly!
Now. I haven't slept In a bed for nve
months and I eat anything, anything,
and enjoy -- t. War beats pills, I tell
you.

Wasting Ammunition.
"All this artillery tiring makes mo

laugh today. That big English gun
isn't hitting anything, and there are
three Bulgarian batteries over there
that haven't hit anywhere near any-
body. They ought to send word to
each other aboub how far they're miss-
ing:. If "they don't help each "other

L '.. ... ...!.- -

-

out ineyn waste an awiui ioi oi am-
munition."

He had to be going at last. Would I
walk along the road with him?

"Bight around the turn here som
of the Bulgarian shells are well
almod." ho said. "They're paying a
good deal of attention to this turn thin
afternoon."

It was Uko getting ready to jump into
a cold bath to start off with him. I
knew that after l got my feet to
working they would carry me along,
but the hard jiart was not to make
an "xcuse nnd return to tho ravine. My
right foot started, however, and then
my felt, and ttfty fcrt further On we
passed the turn and faced a mile
stretch of road, cut along the face of
the hill. Below us was the valley of
Costorlno: across it four miles away.
wci.i iiie " """ andA I

fwalking singly,

Rum and Coffee.
hero may get a shell any

time," said tho "I have to
walk along here a dozen times a day to

to my dug-o- ut from tho kitchen back
there in tno ravine,

dug-out- ?"

tho road brought us to a

to see my

a

a

I

5

I

twenty-fou- r

a

returned,
a

a

",ui""7 remembered

Frenchman.

P. waii ... 1oi n .

THE TIMES MAIL BAG
Communications be

of sender. publication of
tho Indorsement

questions.

XrotCStS I I a he
or

a
To the Rrtltor of Tlin TIMES:

most hideous eyesore, the most
disgraceful and Inexcusable disfigure-

ment to in this Capital
the United States lies In its
It Is bounded on three by

avenue, H nnd I streots. Hero
years existed a horrid, ugly, dis-

gusting hole
eavormus depth. It Is fenced ui
but not 'i tenco in vioia

of to......
sidewalk on Vermont

to 1. uiso u
of tho roadway. thousands who
have witnessed this hpcctucle

the resultant inconveniences
ind hardships wonder for howmnny years
longer the Commissioners pur-
pose to permit Its contlnunnce.
gentlemen corporation roun-he- l.

Is suppoKcd to advise them aa
to law nppear to havo
abundant time at disposal.

lie since hnvo been In
ofllce. been continually running
around to rneetlncs of citizens' assoel.t-tlop- s.

tract societies, Kundav school
celebrations, anti-saloo- n shrlekers. as-
semblages cranks popullstlc
theorists, etc . giving utterance
to undigested on the

municipal
otherwise. If would give a "ilttlo

to let ques-

tions of political alone, ques-tio- or

of know little. If any-
thing. It might be better for tho com-
munity, nt bo

something to earn their salaries.
Induce to a

off speechmaklng. and
nt mitlcate. If thev cannot nbrillih,

monstrosity on, Vermont avenue,
F. A. RICHAnDSON.

Washington, 7.

They "Would Fight "After Dinner."
To Fdltor

fellows nre abusing
Piesident Wilson's foreign nollcv re-

mind me of a tramp I met. I
my to dinner when tho

ragged creature if 1 give

on tho of was a soldier's
home, partly a hole and partly tent. '

Two aoldlers in the dug-o- ut

were packing up their belongings.
to oe reauy, ir we ex- -

piumeu.
On fire outside tho dug-o- ut was a

tin pall, steaming contents, itwasn't coffee; It wasn't It was
half and I must have drinks
of it. It had buzz in

"Wo wot two full of and
half a full whisky every day."
explained a soldier. "And we need it in
the

Main Party.
I figured It out as amounting to a

of aud three drinks
of whisky.

tourist?" one of
the Frenchmen.

"lion you silly!" exclaimed his
friend. "What would a tourist doing
here? He's a newspaper men."

explained that six of us had
brought out to the battlefield and that
1 had lost the main party, but that we
were to gather again at tlio waiting
automobile at o'clock.

"Well, it's time to go, then." laid
my friend, looking nt his wrist watch.

"Good luck to they nil ald, as
I went wished good
luck, for they needed it more than
I did.

What happened tn French
zouave; hours later when
tho Bulgarian ush begiir, I

Was all health of tho
Frpnch soldier the health of

which he wa o prourl ended by a
Bulgarian bullet or Bulgarian bayonet
thrust?

Ready For Retreat.
On hillside, an I per

haps hundted yarda.from French
battery which tho hill, another
Bulgarian shell burst.

"They Bhoot a shell at a single
man; it's too expensive." my French
friend had me. it a com-

forting thought that to tho Bulgarians
across the valley the little dots of
human beings that passed singly
along this road weren't worth potting
at shells that cost about $25
each. It was good to dot;
to tnat though a Xew York
insurance company thinks your life
worth some thousands of dollars, the
Bulgarians counted It at
$25.

Back at the automobiles
was arathcring for the departure from
tho battle ground . Kvery of us

heard from soldier that the
French British going to"" hock. We two twofew soldiers were en the road. C" 3... hack.

"Along you

get
Want

all the signs we during the
day the fugitives, the trains bound
for Greece finally we on
this:

"The allies txre getting ready to re-
treat."

in evening we found out
we were right.

installment in the
l did,-- ana quartcr-mii- e Inferlittle ravino -- ....,

to the Mall Bag must written on ona aide tha
paper must not exceed 200 worda in length, and must be signed with
name address the Thu letters tn Times'
Mall Bag does not mean by The Timea of the opinion ot
the writer. The Mall Bag U an open forum. whre the citizens ot Washing-

ton may argue moot

TTnln At TI nnd Streets. little work so could get
savlnehn hnd no anr.or break

The

be found City of
very heart.

sides Ver-

mont
for has

of vast proportions and

concealed, nis
Now. ngnt

only the cntlro
aventlo from It out punum

and suf-
fered from

District
Thrso

with their
who

and equity,
Mioir They

and ever they
have

of and
etc..

crude and views
science of government, and

they
more time their duties and

economy
which they

and any rate they would
doing
Can you not them take
little time from

least
the

Jan.

the of Till--
. TIMHS:

The who a'ways

onco was
on way home

asked could

side which

other
--just go," tney

with
rum.

half. two
an awful It.
dippers wine

dlppir of

cold, too."
Lost

quart wine

"Are you aal.ed

Diou,
be

been

you,"
away. them

too,

these

don't
know. the new
lltt! new

the
tho

topped

never

told and was

with
feel like

know

less than

the party

one
some

and were fall

had seen

agreed

Later the
that

(The next
aiui'h

ot
only,

Theand

him

fast and dinner was not in sight. I
said. "Como alonerwlth me, I will give
vaii o iftln

"Yes. I don't mind liard work of any
kind." he replied.

When I waa nearly home, tho tramp
said. "Boss, you did not say what you
wnnted mo to do."

I want you to saw some wood. I
t.nn a nnw lllirk SftW.'

...,
au uuu, u w.,v.u ....... -- --

on, boys," would on. Sammy,
and start. I'll Join after dinner."

SAMUKLi U. JUUHAaUJQUr.
FroderlcksburR. Va.. Jan. 16.

Fresh Air Needed To Ward Off
Grip.

To the Editor of THH TIMKS:
Apropos of the Influenza, grip, and

tuberculosis talk now going tho
want to call tho attention ot the

nrnner authorities to fact the
spread of communicable diseases is duo
mnrn tn noor ana improper ventilation
rather than to expectoration on side-- 1

walks, streets, etc. visit to pieces
where congregate In
ought to be convincing. The coughing,
sneezing, and spitting in all such
Is a menace. Hules should be laid dowa
for the proper and thorough ventila-
tion fumigation.

A. C. LIEBLEH.
Washington, January 15.

How Our Senators?
To the Editor of THB TIMES:

I if our worthy who
were Indignant over those United
StatC3 citizens who endanger pcaco
of tho United Slates by embarking on
belligerent liners feel tho same holy
pcotn at tho of those good
merchants or ours who insist their
right to contraband through to
Germany, endangering our rela-
tions with Britain?

THOMAS POIITEU MILLEIl.
Waahlngton, January It.

UN PLANS TO

JO N ALL NDUIES

IN AID OK DEFENSE

New'Mobilizafion System to En-

list Every Factory That Can

Make War Supplies.

RAILROADS ALSO A FACTOR

Scientific Engineers to Unite in

.Gigantic System Like That
of Germany.

Tho Secretary of the Xavy has just
made public details of tho plans tif
President Wilson and himself for
mobilizing the industrial resources of
the country, including transportation,
In tlmo of war. That these plans were
to be formulated was announced yes-

terday the medium of a letter
from President Wilson to W. L. Saun-
ders, of New York, president of to--

American Institute of Mining E- -

rglneors, In which the society aik- -
ed to nominate a representative iroin
Us membership for each State of the
Union to in conjunction with rep-
resentatives from four other technical
societies to assist the naval consult-
ing board In the work of collecting
data for use in organizing the manu-
facturing resources of the country
for the public service In case of em-
ergency. Tho four other technical
organizations which are asked to co-
operate are the American Society of
Mechanical Knginocrs, tho American
Society of Civil Engineers, the Ameri-
can Institute! of Electrical Engineers,
and the American Chemlcal'Soclety.

In hTs annual to Congress on
December 7 President Wilson indi-
cated that he might ask for a small
appropriation, to carry into effect the
suggestion he mado for arranging to
mobilize the economic resources of '
the country In any tlmo of national
necessity. The Invitation to the five
technical societies to with

Government to end is the
outcome of recent consideration given
to best means of adopting the plan
which the President In mind when
he prepared address.

Plan Operation.
The details of the for industrial

mobilization show that tho movement
has already been put Into operation in
part the committee on pro-
duction, organization, manufacture and
standardization of the naval consulting
Board. Members of the nve technical
societies are serving on tho naval con-
sulting board, and a representative of
each society is a of this com-
mittee. The committee several
meetings, and after consulting with tc-retar- y

Daniels outlined tho plans which
wero stated In President letter
to President Saunders, and the presi-
dents of other technical organizations.

Hrlefly, the plans contemplate the
gathering of information that will en-
able the Government to know instantly
in case of war Just where it can obtain
all the additional 'supulles that It will
need to provide for Its military and

the sinews of.wnfV-munition-s,

clothing, foods, and the host ot others,,,,
inings inuL tvouiu uc required to equip un
army. In addition, the nUn-u-or of loco- -
mnllvna anil ritllt-nnr- i rara hnth nnnSAn.
ger and freight, will be ascertained from
tho railroads, and to a certain extent
tho Government will have at hand In-
formation that will enable It to know
in advance how It will be able to
transport troops and supplies.

Like German System.
The plans approximate those which

Germanv has had In operation for manv
years. In his statement Secretary Dan-
iels said that "ono of the belligerent coun-

tries now engaged In war," an appar-
ent reference to Germany, "is utilising
about SO per cent of its Industries in
producing fy the armv and
navy." The United States Government,
he aald. would to do the same
thing.

Tho plans provido. for fulfilling, in
part at least, the dream of military
and naval officers In this country
were Impressed for a long prior
to the European conflict with tho ad-
vantage of the system of mak-
ing industrial resources capable of im-

mediate mobilization in tho event of
hostilities.

MURDER MYSTERY
IN FEBRUARY ARGOSY

New Serial and Other Interesting ,
Features With Fve Short

Stories in Number.

"Whv There Was o on Pearl
Street" Is tho feature book-long- th

of tho February Argosy, and It is as en-

grossing a mystery of fortunes won and
lost and wound about them
as ono wants to ilnd. Young Peter Ken-
nedy, deprived of inheritance by
old Peter's unfortunnte speculations,
and bv the same atroko separated from

girl of his choice, takes to tho stage
as a career. Thero he becomes involved
In mystery of another woman's life,
and the murder, through whoso mazes
George Foxhall. the author, leads one to
an unexpected conclusion.

"31751. a serial In whlcn an automo- -

The tramp replied: "I will be nt your bile tag of that number figures proml-hous- c

as soon as I get my dinner." nently. starts in . this number of the
t inw mid rlcht nrc-emnt- P noti thce fellows want i is u; uiienco i err.r. . - - . . . - . .., j ..
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his
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tho

wno
"Como I "Castles In tho Air." bv Casper Carson.

and "Tho Brides of Sana." by Uobcrt
Ames Bonnet, two other serials, con
tinue with rapid action toward their
conclusions.

Five short stories. "A Motion ricturo
Waterloo." by J. I.. Sherard; "Kidnap-
ing the Rridecroom." bv Georgo M, A
Cain: "OhI Tho Military!" bv Joseph
Ivors Liawrenco: "You'd Never GueM
It." bv Charles Carev. and "A Child of
Necessity." by Everard Jack Applctoit.
make up the rest of tho Issue.

PREPAREDNESS THEME
OF SECURITY CONGRESS

Eminent Speakers Will Discuss

Question in Light of

World Politics

Eminent speakers will discus's the var-
ious phases of preparedness with

reference to the United States in
the light of world polities, at tho Nn-

tlonal Security Congress which will
open at the New Wlllard Hotel on
Thursday afternoon at 2 o'clock.

Tho sessions of tho congress wilt con-
tinue on the mornings and afternoon;
of Friday and Saturday. Erie Klslur
Wood, who acquired fn-r- ie with tho
nld of his book on the tiirly stngo .f
the great European war, and hi le-

turcs on tho same subject nnd nntion il
preparedness is secretary of the con-
gress, nnd will be one of the principal
speakers. f

t


